Parenteral nutrition formulation: an integral part of the endocrinologist's metabolic support consultation service.
Endocrinologists are uniquely suited to provide consultation in the new field of metabolic support. This specialty incorporates management of electrolyte and mineral disorders, diabetes mellitus, and malnutrition. Principles of formulation of parenteral nutrition are discussed, with an emphasis on distinguishing marasmus from kwashiorkor types of cachexia, disease-specific treatment, nutritional pharmacology, and relevant controversies.